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December 12
th

 Meeting     Back at the SR Senior Center:         

BAWA Annual Club Competition  
 

The end of 2009 is quickly approaching and itôs time to pick your turnings for the Annual 
Club Competition in December.  Robert Whitworth will again organize and emcee the 
competition, and the Board has agreed to keep the format and judging criteria the same 
as last year.  The competition categories will include: 
 
In the Style of éé.. 

Bowls 

Hollow Form Vessels 

Platters 

Mixed Media 

Spindle Turning 
 
ñIn the Style of éé..ò is for turnings demonstrated by any of the great professional or 
amateur presenters at BAWA from 2006 thru 2009.  Mixed Media means more than just 
wood.  The only restrictions are that turnings can not have been previously entered in a 
BAWA competition, and to qualify as a hollow form vessel the opening has to be less than 
1/3

rd
 the maximum diameter.   

 
There will be three turning classification levels: 
 

Advanced - persons that have won an Intermediate Award or sold a turning 
Intermediate - persons that have won a Novice Award 
Novice - persons that have not won an award in the BAWA Annual Competition 

 
Members who have never entered the Annual Competition will be on the ñhonor systemò 
to place their turnings in the appropriate classification level.  Judging will be by popular 
vote, with each member casting one vote in each category within each classification level.  
First, second and third place ribbons will be awarded in each category by classification 
level. 
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The Bay Area Woodturners Associa-

tion is a local chapter of the American 

Association of Woodturners.  Our pur-

pose is to provide a meeting place for 

local turners to share ideas and tech-

niques and to educate the general pub-

lic regarding the art of turning.  The 

Association meets the second Saturday 

of each month at the Senior Center in 

San Ramon.  The Association periodi-

cally sponsors exhibitions and demon-

stration by local and internationally 

known turners.  
 

President  

Wayne Shipman  

Wayne.shipman@comcast.net  
 

Vice President  

Dean Adkins  

adkd@chevron.com 
 

Treasurer  

Roz Harper  

Rosalind.harper@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary  

Jim Abreu  

jkabreu9@comcast.net 
 

Member -at -Large  

Robert Whitworth  

Woodimind@comcast.net 
 

Librarian  

Brian Woods  

blwoods2@verizon.net 
 

Membership  

Bob Ellis  

woodenfingers9@yahoo.com 
 

Community Relations  

Bill Small  

williamsmall@comcast.net  
 

Webmaster  

Dave MacDonald  

dmacdon@pacbell.net 
 

Newsletter Editor  

Bob Saxby 

logspinner@pacbell.net  
 

Educational Coordinator  

Jim Rodgers  

jlrodgers@aol.com 
 

Store Manager  

Jeff Tanner  

jtanner@gschq.com 
 

Woodmeister  

John Taylor  

jsmsmk@pacbell.net  
 

Staff Photographer  

Fred Deadrick  

fdeadrick@comcast.net 

BAWA Officers Meeting - Board of directors meetings are held 
at Denica's Cafe (same center as WoodCraft) 8:00 - 9:00am on 
the day of the club meeting.  Board meetings are open to all 
members.  Contact Wayne Shipman if you would like to be on the 
agenda. 
(No meeting at Denicaôs in November) 

Club Meetings  

Meetings are the 2 nd Saturday of each month unless otherwise 

noted.   

9:30am to 10:00 time for: coffee, club store, library, view the show 

table, idea gathering  

10:00am to 12:30 meeting  

See www.bayareawoodturners.org for more information.  

2009 -10 Presenters  

December 6 
Holiday on the Farm, top and pen -turning 

public demo  

December 12 

Annual Party, Raffle and Competition  

Note: Start Time at 11:00 am!  

Back at the Senior Center  

January 9  Jim Rodgers: Making Turning Tools  

February 13  Merryll Saylan: Subject TBD  

March 12  John Jordan Friday session  

March 13  John Jordan  

April 11  Your Name Here!!!!  

May 16  
Dale Larson: Turning Madrone Burl  

(tentative)  

The San Ramon Senior Center is at 9300 Alcosta Blvd., San 

Ramon, (925/ 973-3250) Directions can be found here:  

http://bayareawoodturners.org/clubinfo.php?id=2  



 

December 2009 BAWA newsletter  

www.bayareawoodturners.org  Page 3 

Raffle Items Fea-
tured at December 
Meeting     
 

The December meeting will cul-

minate in a raffle of works do-

nated by our presenters in 2009.  

Turnings by professional turn-

ers David Ellsworth, Art Liest-

man, Todd Hoyer and Jimmy 

Clewes will be included in the 

raffle.  BAWA members Jim 

Rodgers and Don Koth have fin-

ished their turnings and donated 

them as well ð thanks guys!  

Oregon Chain sent a bench mini -grinder for sharpening chain-

saw chains.  Tickets will be sold at the December meeting for 

$5 apiece, or 5 for $20.  Note that the chain sharpener will be 

raffled off separately . 

Letôs introduce BAWA to Castro Valley High School: loan some ornaments 
 This is Wayne Shipman writing to you to request a loan of any type of Christmas ornament(s) 
(lathe, scroll saw, etc) for a display at Castro Valley High School.  The purpose of the display is intro-
duce CVHS to the BAWAs and show examples of your work.  I would prefer that the ornaments are 
made of wood but other materials will be accepted.  The display will be set -up and secured in the 
administrative offices in an enclosed display case. I will be collecting ornaments from now through 
12/12/09 at the December meeting, at school, and at home.  Please contact me at 
wayne.shipman@comcast.net to make arrangements for delivery.  
 

Regards, Wayne Shipman  925-324-0602 

Where will BAWA meet next year?  
A search committee   composed of Bill Small, Jim Abreu, Bob Ackerly, Dean Adkins, Eric Helms, 

and Jerry Dehrer are working on your behalf to find a meeting place for the BAWA club next 

year.    

Our current meeting  arrangements at the San Ramon Senior Center have a number of limita-

tions including small room size, high  cost and lack of storage for lathes,  library, AV equipment 

and the store.   As a result, we have had to rent outside storage and move items back and forth 

for every meeting.   

Unused military space at Camp Parks and Castor Valley High School where we held our No-

vember meeting are alternative locations under consideration.  The search committee continues 

to look for additional locations.         

 The Board of Directors and search committee want your input about possible locations. I will be 

asking for your input at the December meeting.   Thanks!   Ros Harper  

What, no wood raffle?  
Not to worryé Brad Adams conducted a dollar apiece sale right from his truck. Wooden you 

call that a truckload sale? Thanks Brad, we couldnõt have BAWA turners going home empty-

handed! Note: everybody bring some wood next month ! 

mailto:wayne.shipman@comcast.net
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A rectangle affixed to 

the lathe is about to be-

come a box? 

To ensure smooth cuts, Jimmy 

spins the chunk at 3200 rpm. Yes 

it sounded like an industrial fan.  

Jimmy Clewes demonstrates for BAWA  

The finished box. Note it 

sits suspended from the 

square corners.  

The box needs a lid. Note 

careful placement of  

fingers  

Jimmy Clewesõ 

finished 

square sus-

pended box. H 

e paid particu-

lar attention to 

get the lid to 

flow with the 

box. 

Next, Jimmy turns a 

natural edge, end -grain 

vase. He also pointed out 

the piece sells for much 

more if you pronounce it 

òvaahze.ó His superb tool 

control, meticulous eye 

for design and willing-

ness to field our every 

question were matched 

with a unique Brit -Yank 

wit. He is now a resident 

of the American West!  

Jimmy is now headquartered in his new shop in Las Vegas. He 

also teaches 3-day courses, limited to 4 students at a time. For 

more details, visit www.jimmyclewes.com.  

Look for his pieces within the gorgeous array of demon-

stratorsõ prizes in the raffle on Saturday. 


