






Page 4 The Top 

The tenon was formed, and here 
the piece has been reversed and 
mounted on the lathe secured by 
the chuck.   Using a 1/2” bowl 
gouge, Wayne turned the sides 
of the bowl.  

The next step is to turn a recess in 
the top of the bowl.  When the blank 
is reversed the jaws will be ex-
panded to hold the blank when turn-
ing the bottom of the bowl. 

From Wayne:  [The picture on the left] 
shows where I should have stopped 
shaping the legs.  The legs come to 
a nice point here.  The bottom of 
page five shows that I went too far 
and created a wider foot/leg than I 
had intended.  I prefer that the legs 
come to a more delicate foot so I 
will have to do some hand-shaping 
to make that happen.  The square-
edged bowl in the newsletter and 
the black one at the end of the tuto-
rial are more to my liking. 



Page 5 More on the Bottom 

The piece was reversed, and held by the 
recess that was turned  in the previous 
step. 

The above two photos show the piece at various stages.  DO NOT TURN AWAY THE TENON AT 
THIS STAGE– there are exceptions, for instance if you are using a vacuum chuck, but if you’re us-
ing a standard chuck, leave the tenon on. 

More stock on the bottom of the bowl 
was removed. 



Page 6 Stock Removal from the Bottom 

The two pictures on this page show the angle of the bowl gouge used when removing the stock.  If 
you look closely, you should be able to roughly see the tool position for cuts.  One thing to point out 
here– these pictures illustrate how you can see through the piece when working– but be sure to 
keep your concentration and remember that the legs of the bowl will be spinning and will cause seri-
ous injury if you forget about them. 



Page 7 

Continue turning the bottom until the desired 
thickness is achieved.  Once again, the tenon 
needs to be left on still because the piece will 
need to be reversed to turn the top of the bowl. 

Wayne’s piece is already starting to have a 
nice finish– some of the more experienced 
turners in our club may be able to produce 
this kind of finish with a bowl gouge, but the 
rest of us will need to use some elbow grease 
and have to sand this piece later off the lathe– 
Sanding on the lathe at this point is NOT 
RECOMMENDED– the edges are very sharp 
and spinning at a high speed- one wrong 
move and serious injury may occur. 

Stock Removal from the Bottom - 
Continued 
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The bowl was reversed again, then the inside 
was turned.  This part is similar to turning a 
normal bowl.  Sanding for the top of the bowl 
should be done here, but once again, use cau-
tion and don’t try to sand near the legs– we 
cannot emphasize enough that the legs will be 
spinning at high speeds and will cause injury if 
you come in contact with them. 

The piece will need to be reversed again, and a jam chuck can be used as shown in the illustration 
above.  Turn away the tenon– when the tenon is removed, the bottom of the bowl should be able to 
be suspended by the legs.  Remove the bowl from the lathe and sand the bowl to the desired finish.   

For this President’s challenge, the bowl should have a high-build finish such as polyurethane– use 
several coats to bring out depth.   

Tailstock 

Tenon to be removed 

Jam Chuck made from scrap wood 

Chuck 

Headstock 

Finishing the Top 

Final Steps– Removing the Tenon, Sanding, and Finishing 



Page 9 Examples of Square Edged Bowls 


